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Senior Matt Hurst, sophomore John Whitacre, freshman Reed Spencer, junior Nick Estelle and sophomore Mark Statler
perform "The Longest Time" by Billy Joel as part of Nostalgia Night. The event, which featured songs recorded before 1987,
had an Indiana Jones theme.

See more photos from Nostalgia Night 2008 on Pages 4-5

Sex in the Village confronts gender roles

Professors say media influences battle of the sexes
By Hannah Beers
Staff Writer
It was a topic — and a title
— to draw attention.
Presented by Residence Life,
“Sex in the Village” is an annual
week-long series focusing on issues of sex and gender.
“(The gender roles theme)
came up when we were thinking about where students are
at,” Wengatz Hall Director Jon
Cavanagh said.
“We’ve seen many very unhealthy expressions of gender
identity,” Cavanagh said. “We
want to open up the discussion
to have some more awareness
about why we think the way we
do.”
Each night’s session discussed gender roles from different perspectives: sociological,
cultural and biblical.
Taylor Professor of Sociology Mike Jessup presented sociological issues Monday night,
highlighting the contrasts of
gender identity in the church,
the home, the economy and

around the world.
“It’s a much bigger topic,
and a much bigger issue, than
most people realize,” Jessup
said. “Prostitution, sex slavery
— all these issues are related to
gender, and we want to get students thinking about some of
these tougher issues.”
Tuesday night the organization brought in Director of
Student Programs Steve Austin
and Communication Professor
Kathy Bruner to discuss male
and female cultural stereotypes
and their effect on everything
from advertising to Christian
literature.
The speakers stressed that
nothing in advertising is accidental.
“Advertising
especially
presents to us a dreamscape,”
Bruner said. “Some of our most
normal, God-given desires
— a longing for acceptance,
belonging, for sexual intimacy
— become warped in this land
of dream and fantasy, they become pretty twisted visions.”
Austin said the influence of

advertising can be nearly unshakable.
“We buy into the attitudes,
(and) those are not things that
are easily thrown off,” Austin
said. “There is a terrible truth
that all of these things have
ramifications.”
Even though people recognize the lies portrayed in advertising, Bruner said, they often
still base their lives on them.
“What of this have we absorbed, and what do we live out
— on our campus, in our dorm
rooms, in the Christian subculture?” she said. “We know it’s
not real, but we get up in the
morning, and it still influences
our behavior.”
Cavanagh commented on the
power of media influence.
“It’s something that becomes
part of you and affects you and
the way you think and act,” he
said.
“I’m seeing these things, and
so many times, I’m paying for
them.”
The speakers also highlighted
the media’s influence on Chris-

tian culture.
“Bible-zines,” the tween-targeting translations of the New
Testament in magazine-form,
and popular books “Wild at
Heart” and “Captivating” by
John and Stasi Eldredge, were
used as examples of Christian
culture that utilize media-influenced gender identity.
“I don’t see some of these
pictures in Scripture at all,”
Bruner said.
“And I think we need to be
careful whether we’re embracing media imagery, or ... the image that God has for us.”
Freshman Stephen Rupsis
commented on the great impact
the media has on the lives of its
spectators.
“I can see how I buy into all
those things without even realizing it,” he said. “I like that
(Austin) mentioned Proverbs
31 and taking things out of
context biblically to almost go
along with what’s being said in
the media.”

'Go and make
disciples...'
Page 7

For almost one year after
the accident that caused the
identity mix-up involving junior Whitney Cerak and the
late Laura VanRyn, the families
stayed silent.
Then, on the one-year anniversary of the I-69 accident
that killed five members of the
Taylor community, the families
of the two women decided they
were ready to tell their story to
the public.
They started with Mark
Tabb.
Tabb is a 46-year-old collaborative writer who interviewed
the families to learn their story
and then articulated it in “Mistaken Identity: Two Families,
One Survivor, Unwavering
Hope,” due for release March
25 from Howard Books.
Tabb said he had always felt
a connection to the families because his daughter, Hannah, is
a junior at Taylor.
“Every parent of a Taylor student when this happened, we all
felt an affinity because it could
have been our child there,” he
said. “Losing a child is always
a parent’s greatest fear … It
touched everybody.”
But Tabb did not begin contact with the families until his
agent, Wes Yoder of Ambassador Agency, told them Tabb
might be a good writer for their
book. Yoder has served as the
families’ media representative
since the identity mix-up, Tabb
said.
Many people had suggested

the families write a book, Tabb
said, but they had not considered it until the one-year anniversary of the accident. At
dinner together last April, both
families said they felt God was
leading them to share their story with the world, Tabb said.
“This
wasn’t
something
where they were eager to go
through and relive this,” Tabb
said. “They’ve never sought
any kind of publicity … As they
talked together, they begin to
see that this was something that
God could really use.”
Once Tabb agreed to serve as
the project’s collaborative writer – a position he has held multiple times, most notably for actor Stephen Baldwin’s New York
Times best-seller “The Unusual
Suspect” – he spent one week
with each family, running his
tape recorder the whole time.
He then returned to his
hometown of Knightstown,
Ind., to begin writing the book,
using conversations with the
families and excerpts from
prayer journals, Cerak’s sister
Carly’s journal, Cerak’s funeral
and the blog Laura VanRyn’s
sister, Lisa, kept for the family.
“It reads almost like a screen
play or a novel ,” he said of the
book.
“It follows the action as it unfolds … It’s a very visual book.
The sense that you get from the
book – you feel in some way
like you’re walking through this
with the family… It’s a very personal read.”

See Tabb, Page 2.

Television Appearances
“The Today Show”
March 27 & 28
“Dateline NBC”
March 28
“The Oprah Winfrey Show”
April 2
(“Mistaken Identity” to be
released March 25)

See Sex, Page 2.

Taylor adopts 'early-alert' system to help struggling students
By Tim Chew
Staff Writer
This semester, Taylor University became among the first
of its peers to adopt the SAGE
software, an “early-alert” system designed to connect students at risk with the appropriate resources.
Edwin Welch, coordinator
of academic support services
and much of the muscle behind
this system, says the project
has been in the works for over
a year and is an effort to coordinate help that the university
provides to students.
Within SAGE, faculty can
log onto the system and report
concerns about specific students who show needs in areas

News

of mental health, academics or
social interaction.
This information goes into a
campus-wide database and then
is passed onto the student’s hall
director, professors and other
appropriate individuals based
on the details of the report.
“We hope to centralize that
information,” said Gerig Hall
director Elizabeth Davies, another person instrumental
in this development process.
“It’s all about bridging the gap
and pulling in everybody from
across campus so we can best
holistically meet the needs of
the student.”
When a faculty member addresses a filed concern, they
can go back into the system and
enter that information, which

triggers an automated email
back to the member who issued
the concern.
“We’re closing the communication loop,” Welch said, “so
that we know the issue was
heard and addressed and didn’t
get lost in the shuffle.”
At a conference last year, Davies got the idea for SAGE from
another school which had an
“early-alert” system in place.
“In lieu of the incidents that
have been happening on the big
campuses, such as the shootings, a lot of schools are working on these types of systems,”
Davies said.
But at Taylor, she envisioned
this system as a tool to increase
freshman retention rates by
identifying students’ needs ear-

ly on in the semester.
Davies began work with
Welch to update and streamline
Taylor’s old referral system into
what would become SAGE.
“It’s still a new system,”
Welch said. “We are the guinea
pigs, and there will be changes.”
Some schools have increased
the scope of the program, Davies said, allowing parents and
students to write requests for
struggling students.
Currently, faculty can only
file a concern about students
in their classes, but Davies said
Taylor is looking to increase the
scope of the system, “within
the guidelines of (the Federal
Education Rights and Privacy
Act).”

FERPA says schools must receive written permission from
the parent or an eligible student
in order to release any information from students’ education
record.
The exceptions to this act are
in cases of health and safety
emergencies.
Junior Evan Rotert said the
was thankful for the university’s efforts to care for students,
but he believes direct communication with students should
always precede such a report.
“If the issue can be effectively
addressed without casting such
a large shadow over the student’s academic life, that seems
much more preferable to me,”
Rotert said.
Sophomore Abby Cirquitella

echoed Rotert when she said
faculty should go to the student
before they go through the system.
She also voiced concern over
the potential for reports based
on a whim. Still, “it’s better to
be on the safe side,” she said.
Welch made it clear nothing
has changed involving the privacy policy.
The new system is simply a
better way to coordinate help
for students, he said.
In the wake of events on
some of the larger campuses,
Davies says the university has
had a lot of talk about crisis
management.
“What we hope to do is focus
on crisis prevention,” Davies
said.
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Appreciating the art and the artist
By Robin Snyder
Contributor
The Jumping Bean is hosting an art
display this month to celebrate National
Women’s History Month.
Taylor graduate student Sara Hightower organized the art show as part of
her women’s programming assistantship in conjunction with this year’s national theme: “Women’s Art: Women’s
Vision.”
Drawings, paintings and photography
hang in the student union to highlight
the diverse interests and perspectives of
female Taylor students.
Junior Jennifer Hamilton submitted
a trio of photos featuring a white tiger
named India. The tiger became blind
from inbreeding, and a nonprofit animal care facility rescued it, she said.
“Animal conservation is important to
me, and I wanted my fellow students to
see India as I do,” Hamilton said.
Freshman Kenzie Wise’s “The Complications of a Woman” is a series of
three black and white portraits. Wise
said each drawing is a montage of images from a woman’s life.
Together, the drawings combine not
only to form the literal outline of the
subject’s face, but also to represent the
past experiences, present priorities and
future expectations of the woman.

“I drew these portraits in order for
the viewer to go beyond just the face of
the woman and to gain deeper insight
into what makes her tick,” Wise said.
“If a picture is worth a thousand words,
what better way to communicate the
complications of a woman?”
Although women have been expressing themselves through art for centuries, their achievements have not always been well-recognized, Professor
of Communication Jessica RousselowWinquist said.
“Probably the organization in the
United States that has done more to
bring women’s art to the public than
any place else is the National Museum
of Women in the Arts (in Washington,
D.C.),” Rousselow-Winquist said.
Both Rousselow-Winquist and Hightower noted Taylor’s lack of consistent
women’s programming for celebrations
like National Women's History Month.
They said they hope this year's art
display will build on past efforts.
“We could make this year sort of a
pattern for what to do in the future,”
Rousselow-Winquist said.
Hightower said she intends to plan
another women’s history celebration
for next year.
For now, though, she hopes the Taylor community will be excited to see the
art and appreciate the artists.
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In honor of National Women's History Month, the Jumping Bean showcases the art of female Taylor students. The
display allows the Taylor community to see and appreciate the art and the artists.

Journey to self-approval Tabb, from Page 1
By Heidi Babson
Contributor
Editor’s note: Women’s Programming presented an exhibit entitled “Expressions from Within: the Journey
Toward Self-Acceptance” in the Alspaugh East dining room Wednesday
and Thursday.
Here, junior Heidi Babson recounts
her own such journey.
Who do you see yourself as? Who do
your parents see you as? Who do your
friends see you as? Who do you think
God sees you as?
If you are anything like me, those
questions could have very different answers.
My journey towards self acceptance
has been a long road. For many years, I
let the world define me. Society around
me seemed to say, “You are just not
good enough.”
Because of those lies, I traveled down
a very slippery path of an eating disorder. I thought if I could only lose a few
more pounds I would feel better about
myself, and maybe then I would have
more confidence.
A few more pounds turned into losing just a few more, and the cycle continued. Before long, I had lost all control. I had a battle within myself.
One stark night, two years into my
journey with anorexia, God took hold of

me. He had walked beside me throughout my entire journey, but I had not
wanted to see him.
What parts of your life are you not
letting God into? What areas do you
not want him to see? Is it because of
shame? Do you think he won't accept
you the way you are?
I learned that God wants to walk
along your hurts, your addictions and
your fears. Once you allow him into
those deep, dark areas of your life, you
won’t want anything else but him.
Coming to a place of self-acceptance
has been a process. I am still on the journey, as I believe we all are. Our society
will always say we just don't measure
up. We have to choose to fight against
Satan's lies and believe that Christ dispels those lies.
I challenge you to look at who you
are. Do you see yourself from the
world’s view or from God's view? The
world will always fail you, your friends
will fail you, and we as Christians will
fail one another.
Exodus 14:14 says, “The Lord will
fight for you; you need only to be still.”
Let God fight for you.
God fought for me; he fought to get
me back from the society that was sucking me in and speaking lies.
Let God fight for you. Let him show
you who you really are – a person beautifully made in his image.

Tabb could not reveal any of the
book’s details – the families have exclusive media agreements that prevent the release of the book for review
prior to the publication date and prevent them from giving pre-publication interviews to reporters like those
at The Echo, Yoder said.
But Tabb did say the book will correct some inaccurate details circulated by media organizations, as well
as answer one of the most common
questions he receives: How could two
families misidentify their daughters?
“It will become very apparent that
… given the same circumstances, almost anybody would have had the
same thing happen to them,” Tabb
said. “People will read this book and
go, ‘Wow. I get it now.’ ”
The book only tells the story of the
accident and the ensuing identity mixup from the perspective of the Ceraks
and VanRyns, so it includes little of

how the university handled the accident, Tabb said, although he did give
the families of students Laurel Erb,
Brad Larson and Betsy Smith, as well
as Creative Dining Services employee
Monica Felver, space to talk about the
others who died in the accident.
Tabb completed the first draft of the
book on Nov. 1. The next stage, which
includes editing, revising and preparing for publication, typically takes one
year. For “Mistaken Identity,” it took
three and one-half months, he said.
The Cerak and VanRyn families are
now preparing for upcoming media
engagements with shows Yoder says
he had stayed in contact with ever
since the identity mix-up. The families
accepted each media event after much
prayer, only going forward when they
sensed God’s leadership, Tabb said.
“They were like, ‘OK. God is in this
(book). We’ll do this.’ And part of that
is the media stuff,” he said.

Sex, from Page 1
Wednesday night’s speaker, Bethel
College Professor Linda Belleville,
gave a theological, biblical perspective on gender roles in the church.
Many students agree gender roles
are worth discussing.
“It’s not a discussion that happens
as often as it should,” junior Laura
McGrath said.

“And I think that it’s a really positive step towards facilitating some
sort of change ... and starting the conversation in a way that can be productive.”
Cavanagh said he hopes Sex in the
Village will widen the perception of
gender role stereotypes across campus.

contributor
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Students and faculty visit the health fair Tuesday at the Hodson Dining Commons.
Twenty-three vendors from the Grant Country area presented at the health fair, providing information about area services, as well as free food samples and massages.

“This is not designed for you to
come in and (leave with) a bunch of
answers on how you can change your
life,” he said.
“It’s designed to open up people's
perceptions ... We’re hoping that this
is something that spurs conversation
on campus that can take this into a
more focused discussion.”

Drama honor society raises
Alzheimer awareness
By Marika Kossian

News

Tabb will not appear at any of the
scheduled media events, saying his
role as a collaborative writer allows
him to fade into the background,
which the former pastor said he thinks
is a biblical ministry model.
“There’s people that God has done
something (in their lives), there’s people that have a story and a message
that really needs to get out, and yet,
these people aren’t writers,” he said.
“A big part of my ministry is to share
those story in a way that it gets to connect with people’s lives.”
While Tabb hesitated to say the
families were not nervous about any
of the upcoming media engagements
– which no longer include Larry King
Live, due to a scheduling “glitch,”
Yoder said – he said they show confidence in God’s leading.
“They’re like, ‘OK, God, if you’re in
this, we figure you’ll take care of it,”
he said.

Alpha Psi Omega, a national
drama honor society that includes
some Taylor students, seeks to
provide service-oriented events.
And since the Alzheimer’s Association says more than 5 million people in the U.S. have Alzheimer’s disease, Taylor’s Alpha
Psi Omega chapter is hosting an
Alzheimer’s awareness weekend
March 14 and 15.
The event will include a free
movie showing, discussion panel
and theatrical performance.
Taylor Theatre Director Tracy
Manning said she hopes the weekend provides “awareness and a
safe environment” for discussing
the disease.
She also hopes to “connect
people with shared pain,” speaking of those who have already had
to face the battle of this disease in
loved ones.
“Theater can do for us things
that nothing else can do,” Manning said.
The event begins with a showing of the movie “Iris,” starring
Judi Dench and Kate Winslet, at

8:15 p.m. March 14 in Room 002
of the Modelle Metcalf Visual Arts
Center.
“Iris” is the true story of the
lifelong romance of Irish novelist Iris Murdoch and her husband, John Bayley. The movie
follows the couple’s relationship
from their young years into their
old age, when Murdoch develops
Alzheimer’s disease and Bayley
struggles with the frustration of
watching the mind of the woman
he loves deteriorate.
The panel discussion, scheduled for 6 p.m. Saturday in Mitchell Theater, will include a representative from the Alzheimer’s
Association of Greater Indiana,
as well as Professor Beulah Baker, Campus Ministries secretary
Patty Stigers and two students
who have experienced the disease
within their own families.
Starting at 8 p.m., Taylor alumna Valerie Smith, who chairs the
Messiah College theater department, will perform a theatrical
monologue she wrote entitled
“Between Two Chairs.”
Junior Lindsay Snider, an Alpha Psi Omega member, said she
looks forward to this event and

Smith’s performance.
“I believe so strongly in the
ability of theater to articulate human experience in a tangible way
that awakens and enriches the
lives and minds of all involved,”
Snider said. “I am excited to see
how her performance can bring a
new level of understanding of the
human condition to our student
body.”

Correction
J. Mike “Smitty” Smithson,
winner of the 2006 Center
for Research & Innovation
business plan competition,
graduated from Indiana
Wesleyan University. An
Echo article last week incorrectly reported his alma
mater.
The Echo corrects published
errors of substance. To request
a correction, please notify the
editor in chief by e-mailing
echo@taylor.edu or calling
998-5359.
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Spencer Center seeks to expand to Ethiopia

By Emily Bowerman
Contributor
Africa
Somalia: The U.S. aimed a
missile strike this week at Saleh
Ali Saleh Nabhan, a man wanted
by the FBI for questioning since
2002. U.S. officials have implicated Nabhan in several terrorist
attacks and believe him to be a
leader of al-Qaida’s East African
operations. The Pentagon has
not confirmed his death.
Nigeria: Gunman kidnapped
a foreign worker in the Niger
Delta, the nation’s oil-producing
region. Officials suspect the militant movement for the emancipation of the Niger Delta perpetrated the attack, although no
one has claimed responsibility.
Asia
Pakistan: Two suicide bombers struck a naval college, killing five and wounding 16. The
nation has experienced a rash of
attacks in the past week, which
the government blames on Islamic militants. Overall, about
50 have died and more than 100
have sustained serious injuries.
Malaysia: Malaysians head to
the polls this weekend, but some
international observers fear the
election will inherently favor the
National Front, the party currently in power. National Front
has won every election since the
country gained independence
from Great Britain in 1948.
Meanwhile, the government faces growing unrest from ethnic
Indians who complain of preferential treatment of Malays.
Europe
Northern Ireland: Ian Paisley, the Protestant leader of the
power-sharing
government,
announced his resignation this
week, effective in May. Paisley’s
leadership was instrumental
over the years in quelling violence between Protestants and
Catholics.
Russia: Dmitry Medvedev won
the presidency by a landslide,
and suspicions of electoral irregularity are circling. Medvedev,
who won more than 70 percent
of the vote, is President Vladimir
Putin’s chosen successor.
Americas
United States: In Tuesday’s
Democratic primaries, Sen. Hillary Clinton won in Ohio and
Rhode Island, splitting Texas
with Sen. Barack Obama, who
also won Vermont. On the Republican side, Sen. John McCain
clinched his party’s nomination,
with victories in all four states.
Colombia: Ecuadorian officials severed diplomatic ties with
Colombia this week after Colombia’s military attacked a guerilla
stronghold inside the Ecuadorian border. After the attack, the
government refused to release
several Colombian political prisoners. Venezula, in sympathy to
Ecuador, has moved thousands
of troops to its border with Colombia, while Nicaragua has
broken off ties with Colombia.
Middle East
Israel: Israeli troops launched
an offensive in Gaza, attempting
to stop militants who have been
firing rockets into Israeli territory. More than 120 Palestinians
have been killed, while a Palestianian gunman killed six Israelis
in a Jewish seminary.
Lebanon: Three U.S. Navy
battleships were deployed Saturday from the coast. Syria has
denounced the power display,
warning it will not solve tension
between Hezbollah and Lebanon’s U.S.-backed government.

World
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Lindsey Cokkinias plays with Seulam, a child at Project Mercy.

By Allison Hampton
Contributor
The phrase “Global Engagement” could win a game of Taylor buzzword bingo.
Taylor University has always
tried to maintain a global perspective, keeping in mind that
God’s kingdom includes people
from all over the world.
In 2005, Cindy Spencer
Marelli donated funds specifically to help Taylor continue to
“impact the world.”
The board of trustees decided
the best way to accomplish this
was to have an office designed
to facilitate and help coordinate
Taylor’s overseas endeavors.
Thus, Taylor founded the Spencer Centre for Global Engagement and has made progress
ever since.
The Centre is not designed to
have its own programs. No students will go abroad under its
direction, Dean of International
Programs Chris Bennett said.
Instead, Bennett, who directs
the Spencer Centre, does a lot
of behind the scenes work. This
includes everything from helping the psychology department

design a survey to measure the
effects of cross-cultural experiences on Taylor students, to
working with the insurance
companies to make sure the
Taylor community has all of
the coverage it needs, no matter where students go, Bennett
said.
One major goal is to have intentional centers of Taylor involvement around the world.
Eventually, Taylor wants to establish hot spots, where Lighthouse trips, faculty members
and possibly even semesters
abroad can have a continuous
presence to support an area
where God is working – where
community development is
“growing organically,” Bennet
said.
Right now, Vice President for
Strategic Initiatives Wynn Lembright and Bennett are working
with the administration to see if
Yeteban, Ethiopia, could be the
destination for such a center.
Yeteban stands out strongly
because of its previous ties to
Taylor – the presence of strong,
trustworthy local connections
and the tangible nature of the
benefits that will come from our

support, Lembright said.
Several Taylor Lighthouse
teams have served in Yeteban,
the most recent one this year.
Also, Marta Gabre-Tsadick,
a former member of Taylor’s
board of trustees and the
founder of Project Mercy, has
partnered with farmers in Yeteban to form a community development plan.
Project Mercy is a holistic
ministry, addressing not just
the spiritual needs of the people, but also their needs for

beauty, education, reliable food
sources and medical care.
Some of the exciting possible ways that Taylor will get
involved in Yeteban include
not just Lighthouse trips, but
also a possible program to give
scholarships to some of the
most promising graduates of
the Medhane-Alem school and
opportunities for various majors to complete internships or
maybe even spend semesters
working for Project Mercy.
While all of this is still in the

planning phase, Bennett and
Lembright will meet with the
Taylor steering committee on
April 8 to help solidify goals.
Meanwhile, the Spencer
Centre is also working to figure out the best way to ensure
cross-cultural credits have their
intended result. It helps the
various departments to work
out curriculums that don’t just
discuss other cultures, but actually cultivate cross-cultural experiences and understanding,
Bennett said.

how to best benefit struggling
cultures.
And today, when a record 19
percent of our population will
soon be foreign-born, the average American has never been
more in need of the attitudes,
knowledge and skills of global
competence.
As Taylor students, we know
this. We have a cross-cultural
class credit required, Lighthouse trips with a preparatory
class and study abroad trips.
We seek to reach the world
– but we need to be properly
trained to do so.
But global competence is
more than just knowing about
major world events like those
listed in the “Weekly Around
The World” column.
The first step of competence is
awareness. We need to become
aware of how much we rely on
our cultural framework to interpret reality.

Punctuality serves as a great
example of this. In American
culture, it’s respectful to arrive
on time and end meetings on
time. Thus, if someone arrives
late, others in the meeting have
an immediate negative response
to the person.
People from other cultures
see it differently. They view our
obsession with punctuality as
an over-focus on time that sacrifices and defies the reality of
unexpected circumstances and
deepening relationships.
Often these unexamined values and priorities cause much
conflict as we use them to shape
our ideas of right and wrong.
After
awareness
comes
knowledge. In a general sense,
learning why others come to
different assumptions and have
different attitudes – due to history, religion, political situation, economics and so on – is
important in understanding

these differences.
Once we recognize a difference, we need to educate ourselves about it.
If another culture handles
conflict differently, we need to
learn how they do it, often by
more subtle means than our
own.
This flows into learning new
skills. We need to learn how to
do things in different ways, distinguishing between different
and right and wrong.
Some resentment toward missionaries in Asia and Africa lingers because they often refused
to learn native ways of doing
things, instead imposing their
own ways.
While it made sense to bring
Christian theology to a foreign
culture, requiring Western
dress, singing style, architecture, furniture and speech was a
grave sign of a Western superiority complex, not the humility

God desires.
For the Christian, the final
step of developing cultural
competence is to measure cultural differences according to
the standard of what God desires from a godly person.
We must not only admire
differences, but seek to emulate whatever behavior most
upholds God’s values of community, love, forgiveness and
justice, even if we must reject
aspects of our own Christianbred culture.
Don’t be fooled. The Christian
subculture here is thoroughly
American – and we must be
aware of that in order to differentiate between what is cultural
and what is really Christian.
This awareness will help us realize a real communion between
ourselves and our brothers and
sisters around the world, one in
which we learn as much from
them as they learn from us.
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Sophomore Kirstie Rheinheimer teaches an English class during the Ethiopia Lighthouse trip. The
team worked with Project Mercy in Yeteban, which may be a destination for a Centre for Global Engagement. Future Yeteban work may include Lighthouse trips and scholarships for Ethiopians.

Searching for global competence
By Audra Gustin
World Editor
Almost every foreigner who
travels inside the U.S. can
quickly figure out why many
in their home countries dislike
Americans: We are often nearly
incompetent in dealing with
cultures other than our own.
This concept of global competence fuels a burgeoning field in
the world today. As the world
becomes more interconnected,
businesses need competence to
succeed in other markets, mission organizations need it to
reach the lost, and humanitarian efforts need it to figure out

Conference says presidential candidates need global focus
By Krista Hanson
Guest Columnist
When was the last time you
heard a presidential candidate
talk about how to prepare for the
“End of the American Century”?
In a speech bearing that title at
an international conference Saturday at Butler University in Indianapolis, Butler Professor Da-

vid Mason argued the decline of
the U.S. as the dominant global
power is inevitable. Reasons for
such decline are numerous, he
said: the dropping value of the
dollar, the rising national debt
and the rising prominence of
Brazil, Russia, India and China.
Mason said it will be healthy
for the U.S. to say goodbye to its
century of global hegemony.

After all, the world hasn’t been
impressed with selfish U.S. foreign policies.
For example, he said, did you
know the U.S. is one of only two
countries who refused to ratify
the U.N. Convention on the
Rights of a Child? The other was
Somalia.
As U.S. economic and global
influence drops to a level that

more accurately represents our
population size and economic
abilities, we may have to listen
more to the concerns of other
major world powers and the
United Nations, Mason said.
And as China develops an everstronger economy, we Americans may have to say goodbye to
cheap toys at Wal-Mart and the
consumerism we adore.

When the British empire fell,
its economy and pride suffered.
Yet, Mason said, the U.K. enjoys
good international relations,
and its citizens enjoy a fine standard of life.
Maybe we should welcome the
U.S.’s decline that will lead to a
better relationship with the rest
of the world, instead of sticking
our heads in the sand.
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Sophomore Dave Smith sings his cover of Phil Collins' "In the Air Tonight."

Photo by Ellen Koch

Sophomore Matt Morgan (right) and senior Nick Boyers pair up and belt out "Come On Eileen" by
Dexy's Midnight Runners.
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Photo by Ellen Koch

Junior Greg Hewitt and sophomore Amy Moyer accompany one another in melodious harmonies of
"Fire & Rain" by James Taylor.

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Sophmores K-Sam Perkins and Pagel Williams belt out Stevie Wonder's "Ribbon in the Sky."

Photo by Ellen Koch

Drummer junior Zach Meyer, joins his fellow band-mates during their rendition of "Hey Jude" by
the Beatles.

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Sophomore Jack Reed performs "Tiny Dancer," originally by
Elton John.

Photo by Ellen Koch
Photo by Ellen Koch

Senior Eric Morse rappels into the chapel as Indiana Jones.

Photo by Ellen Koch

Senior Jeremy Davis sings during the breakdown in Nostalgia Night finale, "Hey Jude" by the Beatles.

Seniors Josh Porter and Andrew Dawdy impersonate Simon & Garfunkel singing "Sounds of
Silence."

Sophomore Jack Reed, senior Tala Alhajj, sophomore Jeff Hubley, sophomore Dave Smith, sophomore Mark Alhajj, junior Zach Meyer, sophomore Matt Morgan, senior Nick Boyers and senior Kate Todd cover Dexy's Midnight Runners' "Come on Eileen."

Life & Times

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Sophomore Destry Kiser gets "busted" as seniors Candice Harris, Rebecca Dean and Amy Handy take part in "Ghostbusters" by Ray Parker, Jr.

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Photo by Ellen Koch

Sophomore Timmy Huynh alerts his companions of an approaching boulder as he plays Short
Round from "Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom."
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'Semi-Pro' called to the bench for indecent comedy
BY JOSH PORTER
A&E EDITOR
“Semi-Pro” is an oddity. This
is the ﬁrst time I can remember
a ﬁlm’s promos and trailers being funnier than the actual movie itself.
Will Ferrell’s new basketball
comedy has gotten a great deal
of attention lately due to its numerous trailers and TV spots,
including
cross-promotional
ads for Old Spice and Bud Light
– two of which played during
the Super Bowl. And they’ve all
been hilarious.
But here’s the thing: almost
none of that was in the actual
movie.
Even the preview trailers for
“Semi-Pro” showed plenty of
footage that ultimately didn’t
make it into the movie. The same
thing happened with “Anchorman” and “Talladega Nights:
the Ballad of Ricky Bobby.”
Will Ferrell comedies are typically heavy on improvisational
comedy, making the ﬁnal footage total well over two hours.
Naturally, much of this extra
footage is left out from the ﬁnal
theatrical version, but since the
trailers are often made before
the ﬁnal cut is solidiﬁed, some
of the footage in the trailer may
not make it into theaters. The
difference between “Semi-Pro”
and past Will Ferrell comedies
is the current ﬁlmmakers seem
to have left out much of the funny footage.
“Semi-Pro” does have some
genuine laugh-out-loud moments, but it’s nothing com-
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“Semi-Pro” recieved an R rating for language and some sexual content. The ﬁlm opened in the No. 1 spot last weekend, but failed
to meet industry expectations with a weekend take of $15 million, compared to $33 million for Ferrell's last ﬁlm, “Blades of Glory.”

pared to what Ferrell’s fans
are used to with the likes of
“Anchorman.” It feels strange
to say this, but a large part of
the ﬁlm’s disappointing lack of
humor is due to a few genuine
moments and believable characters.
“Semi-Pro” comes across as
a clash of two distinct movies
in one. The movie most people
are expecting is a goofy 70’s
basketball comedy starring Will

Ferrell as Jackie Moon – coach,
owner and player for the Flint
Tropics basketball team, which
he bought with royalties earned
from his hit song “Love Me
Sexy.”
Faced with the possibility of
having to dissolve the team,
Moon must use his superior promotional skills to win enough
games and attract enough fans
to keep the Tropics franchise
going. What we have here are
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the makings of another classic
Will Ferrell comedy.
But this plotline takes a back
seat when Ed Monix (Woody
Harrelson – “No Country For
Old Men,” “A Scanner Darkly”)
is traded to the Tropics in exchange for a washing machine.
Monix, who played for the Celtics during their NBA championship win, is Moon’s solution
to the Tropics’ abysmal game
record, despite the fact that Mo-

nix was on the bench during the
Celtics’ winning season.
Monix meets immediate opposition from Tropics showboat
Clarence “Coffee” Black (Andre
Benjamin – “Idlewild,” “Four
Brothers”). Black continuously
mocks Monix’s seemingly undeserved championship ring,
while Monix makes light of
Black’s selﬁshness and disrespect for the sport.
The interactions between

CARRIE BRAGG
MUSIC EDITOR

cludes, like many of Kravitz’s
hits, a muscular, move-inducing
guitar riff.
Here the artist denounces
materialism and declares that
he only needs one thing: Love.
(Imagine that.)
Kravitz turns to soft rock in “If
You Want It” and “This Moment
Is All There Is,” both carpe diemﬂavored songs that encourage
perseverance, as well as the sugary ballad “I’ll Be Waiting,” the
video of which reminds fans and
non-fans alike that Kravitz is a
multi-talented artist who plays,
sings, conducts and arranges his
own music.
“Will You Marry Me?” is a funk
jam like the ones from the late’60s and early-’70s, reﬂecting
Kravitz’s classic style. “Dancin’
Til Dawn” has a soulful groove
to it, with muse-inspired lyrics
like those from his 2004 single
“Lady.”
The album slows down drastically with the lethargic “I Love
The Rain,” the sultry sounds of
“A New Door” and the somber
“A Long and Sad Goodbye,” a
tribute to the artist’s deceased
father.
For an album title containing

these two are surprisingly believable and well-written. The
sidelines of “Semi-Pro” have
some compelling drama, and
it feels completely out of place.
I’m obviously not against drama, but the transitions between
Ferrell’s antics and these genuine moments of character development are just too jarring. It
knocks the movie’s pacing completely off-balance.
My other major gripe with
“Semi-Pro” is its R rating. Now
I’m the last person you’ll hear
railing against R-rated comedies in general, but that doesn’t
mean I welcome them all with
open arms. “Superbad” and
“Knocked Up” got the formula
just right, and since then Hollywood has tried to recapture the
R-rated magic of these highly
lucrative ﬁlms ($121 million
and $149 million, respectively).
“Semi-Pro’s” R rating just
doesn’t work. It brings nothing funny to the mix that a PG13 rating couldn’t have pulled
off. With the exception of “Old
School,” PG-13 ﬁlms seem to be
Ferrell’s sweet spot, and “SemiPro” proves he should stick with
that type of content.
“Semi-Pro” suffers from inconsistency in its story and pacing, useless distasteful content
and misleading hype.
Despite its lack of quotable
lines, Ferrell’s die-hard fans
may still get a kick out of it, but
this ﬁlm certainly won’t win
over any new ones.
Movie Rating: 5.5 out of 10

Kravitz paves the way
for a 'Love Revolution'
The idea of a “love revolution”
is not a new one for 43-year-old,
four-time Grammy award-winner Lenny Kravitz.
Kravitz has been crooning
about love’s power and importance since releasing his debut
album “Let Love Rule” in 1989.
This year, Kravitz’s eighth studio album, “It Is Time for a Love
Revolution,” debuted at No. 4 on
Billboard’s Top 200.
Released last month by Virgin
Records, the album sold more
than 70,000 copies within the
ﬁrst week and marked several
career highs for Kravitz, including a No. 1 spot in Japan, Switzerland and Argentina.
The album’s title track, “Love
Revolution,” is a hyped-up callto-arms that claims the power of
an unfailing love.
More than that, it challenges
listeners to think about the way
in which we live in accordance
with our Creator: “You are a
child / Of the most high / There’s
nothing you can’t do / And that’s
no lie / You were designed / To
use your mind / To move what
you can’t see / So don’t be blind
/ Cuz there is a love / That won’t
let you down.”
It is appropriate, then, that
the album’s second track, titled
“Bring It On,” addresses the
need to walk by faith in order to
live the life we, as Christians, are
designed to live.
Backed by a continuous guitar riff, the song’s electric guitar-driven sound provides for
a wavy, predictable feel with
simple, yet powerful lyrics: “I’m
going to walk by faith / Going to
raise my sword / Going to ﬁght
my battles / Going to praise my
Lord / It’s getting heavy / But
I’m ready / To take on this world
and rock steady / So come on,
bring it on.”
In keeping with the album’s
overall theme, the ﬁfth track is
titled “Love Love Love” and in-

the word “revolution,” I ﬁnd it
appropriate that the album has a
song dedicated to Kravitz’s views
on the war.
But I refuse to include the lyrics to “Back in Vietnam” in this
review in an attempt to turn off
as few people as possible.
Lenny leaves us with two ﬁnal
tracks, “I Want to Go Home”
and “Uncharted Terrain,” both
of which feel smooth and cool,
the latter sounding particularly
similar to the sounds of singer /
songwriter Sade.
The album maintains the
strong musicality and simple, yet
inspiring lyrics of Kravitz’s previous albums.
Still, “It Is Time for a Love Revolution” communicates more
than love to listeners. This selfproclaimed “minister of rock
and roll” intends to encourage
listeners to take time for personal reﬂection and to ﬁnd ways of
spreading our own love revolution to others.
Sure, his lyrics may tend to be
overwhelmingly predictable at
times – OK, all the time – but
a reminder to “Love Love Love”
God, others and ourselves may
be just what we need to hear.

Photo courtesy of lennykravitz.com

“It Is Time for a Love Revolution” is Kravitz's eighth studio
album since his debut in 1989.

O pinions
EDITORIAL

Our view:
TU needs
a nursing
program,
eventually

“She wanted to study nursing, so she didn’t come to Taylor.”
It’s a common enough storyline that we guess you’ve
heard such a quote in the past
month or two.
Yet Taylor has no official
plan to provide a way to train
prospective nurses.
And with the U.S. nursing shortage expected to hit
800,000 by 2020, we think
the university should start
working toward a nursing program.
Taylor administrators aren’t
ignorant of the problem. Dean
of Enrollment Management
Steve Mortland says he has
spoken with students interested in pursuing nursing degrees.
But he says the solution isn’t
as easy as starting a program.
After all, nursing students
can already attend Christian
universities nearby: Indiana
Wesleyan has a long-standing
nursing program, and Huntington accepted its first class
of pre-nursing students this
fall.
Taylor would have to provide a unique program, Mortland said, and enough demand
just might not exist because of
IWU and Huntington.
So for now, prospective nurses have two options: transfering from Taylor or majoring in
allied health and then pursuing a master’s degree in nursing.

The U.S.
nursing shortage
is expected to hit
800,000 by 2020.

Most Upland students appreciate Taylor’s recognition
that God’s plan for every evangelical student doesn’t include
Taylor.
But that doesn’t stop Taylor from seeking to develop
the best programs possible in
multiple fields – even fields
with good programs at IWU.
After all, as admissions staff
members often say, the Taylor
experience is just, you know,
special.
We realize starting a nursing
program will take time and
money. Taylor would need
to develop partnerships with
hospitals – we suggest Blackford Community Hospital
– and other universities and
acquire trained faculty.
And money is already tight
for new faculty: Out of the
four Taylor departments that
applied for a new faculty position, next year's budget provides for only one, Provost
Stephen Bedi said.
So this isn’t an issue we’re
proposing adding to Vision
2016 – we realize starting a
program would take longer
than eight years.
But speaking of 2016, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects the healthcare industry will generate almost
600,000 new registered nursing jobs by that year. So where
will nursing students go to receive a high-quality Christian
education?
As it stands now, they won’t
come to Taylor.

Opinions
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What it means to be globally engaged

By Mark Heydlauff
Columnist
The spring season may actually arrive soon, and the snowswept expanses of this postage
stamp on the map may again
experience warmth.
This change in season ushers
in the beginning of another transition from one group of students to the next. I write today’s
column with this spirit.
My class is part of that group
of students making this transition to the students who follow.
In poetic language, I am passing
the torch, throwing the baton,
ending a tour of duty. Still, we
have a few laps yet to run this
spring, and here is one of them:
In the recent student body
president election, a great deal
of paper, words and Web space
were devoted to the issue of
global engagement. As a campus
issue, this fact is readily understandable and healthy for our
university.

I suggest today that student
leaders in the near and distant
future must be ready to devote
significant attention to this distinctive of our university, just as
the administration has done and
will continue to do.
President Eugene Habecker
speaks passionately about this
issue, which has become a focus
of his still-young presidency.
The mission of this university
includes “ministering the redemptive love of Jesus Christ to
a world in need.”
But I worry apathy and misunderstanding could push “global
engagement” toward mere slogan status. Global engagement
must and should remain at the
core of the Taylor education, but
administration and faculty do
not bear this duty alone.
The vision of global engagement comes from the university’s top leaders, but its implementation comes from the whole
campus community. Setting up
global “centres” and developing
transnational partnerships is
not work easily accomplished by
students, but actual engagement
is overwhelmingly our responsibility.
Students are the primary
beneficiaries of the initiative
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of global engagement. And so,
as university leaders establish
these centres, we must take the
next step as well.
Student Body President Tamara Shaya has made worldengaging prayer a focus of her
presidential term, and SBPhopeful Laura McGrath created
a plan to develop world-engaging activities at the grassroots

level of our university.
These ideas and others like
them are the way to make our
university more globally engaged; sending students overseas is not the only way, though
it is important. New ideas are
valid and can be successful, but
we also must continue to support those activities that already
exist.

The OneVerse project, Acting
on Aids, World Opportunities
Week, World Religions Week
and the many facets of Global
Outreach combine elements of
prayer with monetary and material support for overseas ministry.
Let’s emphasize those things
that we as a student body are doing now to engage globally.

Making disciples in our community

By Kat McKeon
Columnist
Here at Taylor, we’re extremely focused on global missions
– and rightfully so. We live in a
world that needs the gospel of
Jesus.
Taylor does its part by sending out students on Lighthouse
and spring break mission trips
as well as hosting awareness
events, raising money for global
causes and advocating study
abroad programs.
I love that Taylor students,
along with most Christians in
our generation, show such a
concern for the hurting world
around us. But I’m starting to
wonder if we are doing so at the
expense of the people right outside our front door.
When I was a freshman, the
only mission trip I had traveled
on was to Philadelphia, which
is 30 minutes from my house.
My youth group goes every

year, and it’s a huge highlight.
We put on multiple Bible clubs
each day for children all over
north Philly, the poorest part of
the city.
“Have you ever been on a mission trip?” people would ask.
“Yep, my youth group goes to
Philly every summer,” I would
answer.
I was usually met with the
ever-dreaded, “Ohhh, well,
that’s nice,” followed by an
awkward silence.
I began to question the validity of my experiences. When
hearing my new “good Christian friends” tell me about their
trips to Mexico, Zambia or Indonesia, I felt guilty.
These days, it seems in order to get into “Who’s Who in
Christianity,” you need to have
gone on a mission trip. But not
just any mission trip, mind you.
You need to have gone to an
overseas destination of at least
moderate poverty.
And if you’ve ever been to a
place of extreme poverty, congratulations! You are truly serving Jesus.
This past summer, I went on a
mission trip to Uganda. During
the application process, I really

struggled with my motivations
for going. Did I want to minister to these people because Jesus loves them or because it’s
trendy and I knew people would
praise me and my superior obedience to God for going to such
a “dark” place?
Perhaps we elevate these sorts
of trips because the needs of impoverished people are more visible. We’ve all seen photographs
of dirty, starving children.
These children are certainly
loved by God, and his people
should go to them. But just because we don’t outwardly see
the needs of Americans doesn’t
mean those needs don’t exist.
We are surrounded by spiritually dead people who need Jesus just as much as an African
or Asian does.
It’s not as if Taylor students
don’t participate in local missions – it’s just that we rarely
hear about them. We always
provide opportunities for those
who went on Lighthouse or
spring break trips to share in a
public venue.
We give those opportunities a
chapel hour each, provide night
sessions to hear their stories
and hold prayer times, while

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Support all Taylor events, not just sports
What students wouldn’t enjoy wearing an obnoxiously
yellow game day shirt while
screaming and shouting for
their school’s teams?
Noting the news and opinions pages in last week’s
Echo, apparently not enough
students are, and the athletic
teams, along with the Student
Senate, have decided to dialogue about this issue.
The letter to the editor dealing with this issue posed the
following question: “What
image would you choose? One
of pride, affirmation and edification … or one that is here
to serve personal needs and
wants?”
Guilting students into attending sporting events is not
the most effective tactic to increase numbers.
Yes, it is important to show
school pride and our emphasis on community by attending games, but – and perhaps
I read this incorrectly – this
appears to connote that students will be promoting a

self-serving image by not attending athletic events.
The news article’s statement
that “the Senate also attributed the lack of student support
to Taylor’s emphasis on academics and outreach opportunities” sheds some light on
these needs and wants.
Taylor is a Christ-centered
academic institution, and
most students here are not
athletes on scholarships. Biology, French and calculus
consume our time.
I know I cannot speak for
all students, but when a
project deadline is looming
and I have a research paper
due the next day, taking two
hours to attend a basketball
game, even if I want to, just
isn’t feasible. Having sporting
events scheduled on weekdays
doesn’t make it any easier.
If students choose to use
their “free” time away from
schoolwork for “outreach
opportunities” rather than
watching a tennis match, is
this selfish?

“It’s the responsibility of
the community to be involved
in athletic events by coming
to games,” the news article
quoted a student athlete as
saying.
Similarly, wouldn’t it then
also be fair to say that the
community has a responsibility to support other Taylor
activities that students are involved in, such as orchestral
or choir performances?
The attendance at these
events among the 25-andunder crowd is often dismal
at best. Many students only
attend because of the extracredit they receive in classes.
We need to first consider
that many students are not
lazy, but have a plethora of
pressing priorities that makes
attending
events difficult,
and second, to look at how to
increase student attendance
at all Taylor events, not just
the athletic events that garner
the most publicity.
- Junior Anna Daniels

Community Outreach’s ministries share one chapel time
that’s only for sanctioned “ministries.”
The publicity for Lighthouse
and spring break trips provides
a great way for Taylor students
to share about what God is doing. But I think we can all agree
that God is not just working
overseas; our God is bigger
than that.
So why do we sometimes act
as if we believe the only people
who have seen God work are the
ones who have crossed country
borders?
Please don’t misunderstand
me – I believe global missions
are very important. But I think

we forget local missions are
just as important – not more,
but not less.
When God calls one Christian
to be a “missionary” in the Congo and another to be a second
grade teacher in Upland, why
do we praise one more than the
other?
Both are living out their calling from God; therefore, both
are equally pleasing to God, but
I bet only one would get invited
to speak in chapel.
We have a responsibility to
“go and make disciples of all nations,” but we must not neglect
our calling to love our neighbors and be in community with
those around us.
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Men's basketball ends season with loss to Bethel
Pilots knock Trojans out of Mid-Central Conference tournament in semifinal round

By Jake Bragg
Staff Writer
Three days after Taylor’s
men’s basketball team defeated
the Indiana Wesleyan Wildcats
for the first time in three tries,
the Trojans saw the Bethel Pilots return the favor.
After beating Bethel twice in
the regular season, Taylor was
unable to get past them in the
MCC semifinals, falling 67-57
to the Pilots.
“We definitely had confidence
going into the game,” said senior Bret Burchard, who played
in his final game as a Trojan.
“We had proven we could beat
them and coming off the Indiana Wesleyan win we felt we
were playing pretty good basketball.”
This hot streak showed early,
as the Trojans jumped out early
to a 17-11 lead.
But the Trojans quickly cooled
off, going just 8-23 (34 percent)
from the field in the first half.
The Trojans stayed close by hitting 4 of 12 from 3-point range
in the first half, but the final
minute before halftime was the
key minute of the game.
After hitting two free throws
with 45 seconds left, Bethel’s
Caleb Laidig turned a steal
into another basket just before
the half, turning a three-point
Bethel lead into a five-point
advantage. The Trojans never
recovered.
The Pilots then used a 20-9
run in the second half to put the
game out of reach.

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Baseball

(4-2)
L, 5-1 at Tenn. Temple
L, 8-4 at Tenn. Temple
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Fri. at Brescia

Basketball

(Men 20-12, 8-8)
L, 67-57 at Bethel*
Season Concluded
(Women 17-14, 10-6)
L, 65-56 IWU *^
Season Concluded
Track and Field
Upcoming meets:
NAIA Indoor Nationals at
Johnson City, Tenn.: TBA
* denotes MCC match
^ denotes WTUR broadcast
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Junior Daniel Cox threads through Bethel defenders in Saturday's MCC semifinal matchup. The Trojans lost the game 67-57.

“The reason we didn’t come
out on top is we didn’t guard
well enough to offset our offensive performance,” Burchard
said.
Indeed, the Trojans shot just
37 percent, while the Pilots shot
an astounding 61 percent for
the game.
All of the Pilots’ first 22 shot

attempts came from inside the
three-point line. In fact, the Pilots shot just three 3-pointers
for the entire game, converting
on two of them. This, said Burchard, was a distinct game-plan
difference from their last meeting.
“When we beat them on their
court in the regular season,”

he said. “They missed a lot of
3-pointers. This last time they
didn’t even attempt a 3 in the
first half. They were obviously
intent on getting it to the basket.”
Chad Reynolds led the way
for the Trojans with 15 points,
followed closely by Alex Daniel
with 13. No other Trojan had

more than eight.
Despite the loss, the Trojans
are coming away extremely optimistic for next season.
“If you think about where we
were a year ago, we are significantly better,” Burchard said.
“Not just in record, but we’re a
better team and more capable
of winning the MCC.”

The Trojans did improve on
their record from last year both
in the Mid Central Conference
(8-8 this year, 6-10 last year)
and overall (20-12 this year, 1417 last year).
Also, the Trojans will return
all but two players next year in
what should be a strong, experienced squad that will be one of
the favorites to win the MCC.
“The Taylor student body
should look forward to having
a highly successful basketball
program next season – one that
is pursuing excellence the right
way,” Burchard said.

Tough weekend Lady Trojans fall in MCC semifinals
for TU baseball
By Trevor Kight
Guest Columnist

not coming away with a win,”
junior Braden Dissinger said.
“After the first two weekends,
Taylor’s baseball team suf- we were used to playing at a
fered two losses and a neutral much higher level.”
game outcome
Despite
the
after a tripledisappointment,
header Saturday
Coach
Kyle
at
Tennessee
Gould said that
Temple in Chatseveral players
tanooga, Tenn.
had good games,
The first game
and he is not too
resulted in a 5-1
worried about
loss for the Trothe losses in the
- Head Coach
jans.
Fielding
big picture.
errors and poor
“It’s a long seaKyle Gould hitting contribson, and it’s the
uted heavily to the loss, team nature of the game to have ups
members said.
and downs,” Gould said. “We
In the second game, Taylor just have to play well – we’re
protested its 4-3 loss, result- certainly not panicking.”
ing in a no-win, no-loss situaThe team has used this week
tion for both teams. Tennessee to prepare for this weekend’s
Temple illegally batted a player games against Brescia Univerwho hit the game-winning sity in Owensboro, Ky.
homerun, team members said.
“During practices this week,
The Trojans fell 8-4 in the fi- we’ve regrouped and refocused
nal game to top off what team mentally,” Dissinger said.
members called an unsatisfac- “We’ve moved passed the losses
tory weekend.
and we’re focusing on the next
“Overall it was disappointing weekend series.”

By Eric True
Contributor

“It's a long
season ... we're
certainly not
panicking.”

Indiana Wesleyan 65, Taylor 56. The final score of the final game in a season that
never quite lived up to expectations.
On a chilly Friday night in Marion, the
Lady Trojans played their final contest of
the season.
While the loss alone stung, the fact that it
came at the hands of an archrival that now
has taken nine of the last 10 contests between the two teams didn’t make it easier.
The loss also closes the books on the careers of five Lady Trojans: seniors Rebekah
Deal, Rhiannon Edwardsen, Kristen Ludwig, Jennifer Ferguson and Katie Madden.
It certainly was a tough way to end an
anticipated season. The Lady Trojans had
been ranked No. 11 in the NAIA Div. II
preseason poll, the program’s highest-ever
start. The ranking came on the heels of the
most successful season in the 38-year history of women’s basketball at Taylor, which
included Coach Tena Krause’s fourth trip to
the NAIA national tournament and an unprecedented run into its quarterfinals.
Just a week earlier, an overtime loss to
this same Wildcat team all but sealed the
postseason fate of the Trojans: If they were
to return to the national tournament, they’d
have to do it by winning a conference tournament title.
And after a 19-point demolition of a very
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Sophomore Alison Heesch goes up
over an IWU defender.

talented St. Francis team to open the MidCentral Conference tournament, it appeared the Trojans might do just that.
So, as the Trojans walked off the floor
following their nine-point semifinal loss
to the Wildcats, a
sense that there was
work left to do hung
around. But this was
Full name: Christian James Wayne Burrell
the end of the line.
Birthplace: Fairview, Okla.
One Lady Trojan,
SBP Campaign Slogan:
Birthday: September 6, 1984
almost a week later,
Age: 23
Class: Fifth-year senior
said she still can’t
Sport: Baseball
Height: 6’ 2 ”
believe it’s over.
Residence Hall: Fairlane
“I think I’m still in
Nickname: Frenchie
Major: Chemistry / Pre-Med
denial,” she said.
Advice: Hit it. Don’t babysit it.
Favorite Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
But the Lady TroFavorite sports teams: Tampa Bay Rays, Oklahoma Sooners, Minnesota Vikings
jans’ making it as far
Greatest sports accomplishment: Hitting three homeruns in one day against Bryan as they did was a tesCollege earlier this season; being a member of the 2006 Taylor baseball team that set a tament to the team’s
school record of 33 wins.
incredible
endurDream car: 1969 Boss 429 Mustang
ance. This season
Pet peeve: Talking about people behind their back
presented
several
Music currently in your car’s CD player : Switchfoot
obstacles.
Favorite superhero: Spider-Man. I’ve actually collected Spider-Man comic books since
A look at the openI was a little kid. I have more than 500 of them in my collection.
ing-day roster reIf running for SBP, what would your slogan be? “Just let it happen.”
vealed that roughly
Strangest food you’ve eaten: That stuff they had at the D.C. the other day
two-thirds of the
Interesting personal facts: I’m the second youngest of six kids, and my little brother team was suffering
Matthew plays football here at Taylor.
from fairly serious
Favorite quote: “Yes, a man is a dangerous thing. So is a scalpel. It can wound, or it can injuries, and two posave your life. You don’t make it safe by making it dull; you put it in the hands of someone tential impact playwho knows what he’s doing.” – John Eldredge
ers were ineligible

Head-to-head with Christian Burrell
“Just let it happen.”
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due to NAIA red tape.
To make matters worse, junior co-captain
Nikki Kassebaum broke her collarbone in
the team’s first game, missing the entire
non-conference schedule. But when Madden, the team’s reigning All-American, had
to be deactivated in December due to injuries, the Trojans reached their low point.
“From a coaching perspective, this team
overcame so much adversity throughout
the entire year,” Krause said. “We were
hit with injuries before the season ever
started. We looked worse than the ‘MASH’
unit. I’ll have to say that this year was one
of the most trying years in my coaching career.”
But Krause was able to keep her team
focused and marched the Trojans through
one of the most brutal conference schedules in the country. An 81-78 victory over
the No. 12 IWU Wildcats was the highlight
of January, and Taylor finished strong, winning seven of its final 10 games before the
tournament rematch loss to IWU.
The Trojans should be proud of how they
were able to finish the year. When many
squads would have fallen apart, this team
found ways to pull together.
“It is very evident what God was trying to teach us,” Krause said. “Our team
verse of ‘One Spirit ... One Purpose’ was
so fitting. The one purpose was playing
to glorify the Lord and nothing else. I’m
so thankful that the Lord was on our side
through all this adversity. He made this
team stronger.”
Assistant Coach Denise Johnson echoed
Krause’s thoughts.
“I believe this year was more than about
basketball,” Johnson said. “This season was
about faith. It was about faith in God and
our faith in each other. Even though we did
not end up where we wanted ... we definitely ended up right where we were supposed
to, and I think we won the battle.”
Looking forward, the Trojans should return even stronger next season. Johnson
and Krause have brought in talent they say
they feel will have an impact right away.
“I’m really excited for next year,” Krause
said. “We have some players on the team
that will be able to join us and contribute
tremendously. We’ll also have some of our
injured players back.”
More than anything, Krause knows that
using lessons learned from difficult seasons
is the key to overcoming future obstacles.
“I remember a quote from Helen Keller
that fits this year’s team to a ‘T,’ ” Krause
said. “The richness of the human experience would lose something of rewarding joy
if there were no limitations to overcome.”

